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September 22, 2026

The Honorable Roger Wicker The Honorable Jack Reed
Chairman, Armed Services Committee Ranking Member, Armed Services Committee
United States Senate United States Senate

Dear Chairman Wicker and Ranking Member Reed:

The Jewish War Veterans of the USA (JWYV) requests that the Senate delete paragraphs 1 and 2 of Section 599(c) (proposed
10 U.S.C. 7217(b)(1) and (2), page 579, lines 7-19) from the House-passed National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2027, H.R. 8800 (EH). JWV’s concern is that the wording in these paragraphs permits chaplains to proselytize
members of other faiths with impunity. A chaplain serves all without judgment. As written, the House version would allow
chaplains in uniform to place their faith and beliefs above others. We urge the Senate to reject this language and remove it
from the final NDAA.

As clergy endorsed by a specific faith, the chaplain must faithfully serve those of their own faith. Equally important, a
military chaplain must facilitate religious expression for other faiths and, among other assigned roles, advise the command
and care for all. The chaplain must earn the trust of the Command Staff, everyone who serves in the unit, and their
dependents. Thus, when chaplains participate in a military command ceremony, they represent each member and pray with
all in mind. By using denominational language that can elicit an “amen” of conviction from all assembled, the chaplain
cares for all.

The chaplains' religious ministry is but one part of their broader mission of care for all. Most consultations are secular,
personal, or private. Our concern is that the current wording in section 599(b) would allow chaplains to engage in faith-
specific expressions that are inappropriate for their unit role but better suited to their own faith-based service. A chaplain
will, of course, speak and pray from their own knowledge and background. If a chaplain is allowed to proselytize their own
faith in a unit setting, it will disenfranchise those of other faiths and those with no faith.

The military chaplaincy brings Godliness and spirituality into the command space by helping others feel that the assigned
chaplain is their chaplain, regardless of belief. The chaplain brings people to God through faith-based moral guidance while
validating service members' personal religious search. If the chaplain's faith conflicts with certain principles, the chaplain
should recognize this and refer that member to another chaplain who can address the issue.

Military chaplains serve the country, not a specific faith group. If chaplains need to proselytize to serve, then, as clergy,
they should understand that their calling requires a different setting for their voice. As veterans, we have engaged with
chaplains of different faiths who served in uniform. All of them said their ability to cooperate across beliefs stemmed from
feeling affirmed in the common mission of helping service members. The chaplains made it clear that belief in a particular
faith was not a prerequisite for starting a conversation.

Thank you for addressing the critical issue regarding Military Chaplains in the FY2027 NDAA. JWV appreciates the Senate
Armed Services Committee's hard work and your strong commitment to supporting our men and women in uniform.

Respectfully,
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Selina Kanowitz, MSgt USAFR (Ret)
National Commander (2026-2027)
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