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January 16, 2026 
 
 
Rabbi Benjamin Russell 
President Zach Shemper 
Executive Director Shelia Hailey 
 
Beth Israel Congregation 
PO Box 13249 
Jackson, MS 39236-3249 
 
office@bethisraelms.org   
 
  
Dear Rabbi Benjamin Russell, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States, (JWV) to express our deepest sympathy and 
unwavering support in the aftermath of the tragic arson attack that devastated Beth Israel Congregation.  The pain 
and loss your community has experienced is felt by all who cherish the ideals of faith, dignity, and mutual respect. 
Please know that you are not alone in this difficult time; the thoughts and prayers of many are with you, your 
congregation, and the entire Jackson Jewish community. 
 
Such an act of hatred is a direct assault not only on your historic house of worship but also on the values of religious 
freedom and security that Jewish veterans hold dear in our nation. It is heartening to see the strength and resilience 
of Beth Israel, and I hope you find some comfort in knowing that people across the country stand firmly with you 
against intolerance and violence JWV stands. firmly with the Beth Israel community and affirm that Jewish life will 
not be intimidated or silenced. 
 
If there is anything JWV can do to support you as you rebuild and heal, please do not hesitate to reach out. May you 
find peace, strength, and unity in the days ahead. 
 
With heartfelt sympathy and solidarity, 
 

 
 
Scott P. Stevens CWO4, USA (R)  
National Commander (2025-2026) 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America 
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