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January 11, 2026

The Honorable Nicholas P. Scutari
Senate President

New Jersey Senate

State House

Trenton, New Jersey

The Honorable Anthony M. Bucco
Senate Republican Leader

New Jersey Senate

State House

Trenton, New Jersey

The Honorable Craig J. Coughlin
Assembly Speaker

New Jersey General Assembly
State House

Trenton, New Jersey

The Honorable Louis D. Greenwald
Assembly Majority Leader

New Jersey General Assembly
State House

Trenton, New Jersey

The Honorable Antwan L. McClellan
Assembly Minority Leader

New Jersey General Assembly

State House

Trenton, New Jersey

Dear President Scutari, Speaker Coughlin, and Legislative Leaders:

On behalf of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America, Department of New
Jersey (JWV=NJ), in support for the New Jersey Jewish Federations we urge the New Jersey
State Legislature to adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition
of antisemitism.



Founded in 1896, Jewish War Veterans is the nation’s oldest continuously active veterans
organization. For well over a century, Jewish veterans have served this country with honor,
fought tyranny abroad, and confronted antisemitism at home. Thousands of our members fought
in World War I, helped liberate concentration camps, and bore witness to the consequences of
unchecked hatred. That history gives us both a moral obligation and a practical understanding of
why clarity in identifying antisemitism matters.

At a time when antisemitic incidents are rising at alarming levels across New Jersey and the
nation, the Legislature’s failure to advance A3558/S1292 before the end of the current session is
deeply concerning. This legislation would provide a clear, non-binding framework to assist law
enforcement, educators, and public officials in recognizing and responding to antisemitism—
without creating new crimes, while fully safeguarding constitutionally protected speech.

The IHRA definition does not silence debate or criticism of any government. Rather, it offers a
widely recognized and carefully constructed tool for understanding how antisemitism manifests
in the modern world, including Holocaust denial, classic anti-Jewish tropes, and efforts to
delegitimize the Jewish people’s right to self-determination. As Jewish veterans, we know from
experience that hatred often evolves in form while remaining constant in intent. Failing to define
it clearly only empowers those who seek to disguise or excuse it.

According to FBI data, Jews are the targets of a disproportionate share of religiously motivated
hate crimes nationwide, despite comprising a small percentage of the population. New Jersey,
home to more than 600,000 Jews, has one of the highest rates of antisemitic incidents in the
country. In this context, declining to move forward with a definition designed to help identify
bias motivation sends a troubling message to Jewish communities—and an opposite message to
those who target them.

We respectfully urge the New Jersey State Legislature to reconsider its inaction and pass the bill
to prioritize adoption of the I[HRA definition. Doing so would demonstrate moral clarity, provide
practical guidance to those tasked with enforcing our laws, and reaffirm that antisemitism—Iike
all forms of bigotry—has no place in the State of New Jersey.

Jewish War Veterans of New Jersey stand ready to work with legislative leaders, community
partners, and state officials to combat antisemitism, educate the public, and ensure that all New
Jerseyans can live free from hate and intimidation. We ask you to stand with us, with New
Jersey’s Jewish community, and with the values of fairness and justice that our veterans fought
to defend.

Sincerely,

Michael Steinhorn

Commander

Department of New Jersey

Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America



