J eW]_Sh War Veterans “A Jewish 1V oice for Veterans; a
of the United States of America Veteran’s 1 oice for Jews since 1896.”

1811 R St. NW, Washington, DC 20009 | 202.265.6280 | jwv@jwv.org
December 12, 2025
Admiral Kevin E. Lunday
Commandant
United States Coast Guard
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE
Washington, DC 20593

Dear Admiral Lunday: via email kevin.lundy@uscg.mil and mailto:mediarelations@uscg.mil

On behalf of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America (JWV), the country’s longest-serving
veterans’ organization, founded in 1896, | express our gratitude for your recent decision of November 20, 2025, to
classify swastikas and nooses clearly and unambiguously as hate symbols. Your leadership sends a powerful
message that the Coast Guard understands the deep historical trauma these symbols represent and is dedicated
to ensuring a safe, respectful, and united environment for all service members.

We especially appreciate your recognition that the swastika is not subject to contextual interpretation. For Jewish

service members and veterans, the swastika stands as a stark emblem of genocide and antisemitism. Thousands
of JWV members fought in World War Il, participated in the liberation of concentration camps, and witnessed the

atrocities committed under this symbol. By definitively identifying the swastika as a hate symbol, the Coast Guard
affirms historical truth and upholds the dignity of Jewish personnel serving throughout its ranks.

We also commend the Coast Guard for classifying the noose as a hate symbol. The noose is inseparable from the
legacy of racial terror inflicted upon African Americans, including those who served in uniform. Your recognition of
the noose’s hateful significance recognizes this history and helps protect the dignity and safety of all African
American service personnel today.

While we strongly support the recent corrections, we respectfully request full transparency regarding the
development of COMDTINST 5250.6A, the instruction issued on November 13, 2025, which weakened the
classification of these symbols. Providing clear answers to the following questions will help restore trust and ensure
that Coast Guard procedures remain aligned with their core values:

e What was the rationale for the reclassification of swastikas and nooses?

e How did the process change for the redraft and approval of COMDTINST 5250.6A on November 13, 20257

¢ How will the Coast Guard ensure that future policies regarding extremist or hateful symbols are subject to
rigorous ethical, historical, and cultural review?

¢ Once identified, the responsible individual(s) must be mandated to complete hate and sensitivity training.
This training must be incorporated into training for all USCG personnel.

Admiral, thank you again for taking decisive action. Jewish veterans stand firmly with you in ensuring that hate
symbols—whether directed against Jews, African Americans, or any other community—have no place in the United
States Coast Guard. We look forward to continuing to work together to uphold the Coast Guard’s core values and
strengthen trust across all communities it serves.

Sincerely,

Scott P. Stevens, CWO4, USA (R)
National Commander

CC: The Honorable Kristin Noem, Secretary of Homeland Security, kristi.noam@dhs.gov, mediainquiry@hqg.dhs.gov
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