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Admiral Kevin E. Lunday 

Commandant 

United States Coast Guard 

2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE 

Washington, DC 20593 

December 18, 2025 

Dear Admiral Lunday: via email kevin.lundy@uscg.mil and mailto:mediarelations@uscg.mi 

The Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America (JWV) wrote you on December 12, 2025, 

concerning COMDTINST 5350.6A (attached). We commended the Memorandum of November 20, 2025, 

to classify swastikas and nooses clearly and unambiguously as hate symbols. Using the term "hate 

symbols" sent a powerful message that the Coast Guard understands the profound historical 

significance of these symbols and is dedicated to ensuring a safe, respectful, and united environment for 

all service members. 

However, we are deeply disappointed that COM DTI NST 5350.6A, published and dated November 13, 

2025, does not reflect the text of your November 20, 2025, memorandum. As written, COMDINST 

5350.6A effectively requires an individual to file a complaint, as opposed to holding an individual 

accountable for displaying a divisive hate symbol, which is unacceptable. The Coast Guard must require 

active accountability. Commanders must be able to hold a service member responsible for inappropriate 

and unacceptable actions that create a toxic environment. 

JWV urges USCG to revise COMDTINST 5350.6A to conform with your policy stated in the Memorandum, 

which clearly and unequivocally prohibits swastikas and nooses as hate symbols. 

We look forward to continuing to work together to uphold the Coast Guard's core values and strengthen 

trust across all communities it serves. 

Sincerely, 

��&�-
Scott P. Stevens, CWO4, USA, (ret) 

National Commander 

CC: The Honorable Kristin Noem, Secretary of Homeland Security, kristi.noam@dhs.gov, 

mediainquiry@hq.dhs.go 
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