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BIRTH DEFECTS REGISTRY 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, many veterans have been exposed to toxins while in the military; and 

 
WHEREAS, these veterans have become parents and grandparents of children that may 
be physically or developmentally impaired; and 

 
WHEREAS, there does not exist a single mechanism to monitor these children so as to 
establish a clear nexus between the veterans’ exposure to toxins and their children’s and 
grandchildren’s impairment and their often, learning disabilities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Birth Defects Research for Children has been successfully registering 
the children of affected veterans. 

 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA encourages its’ members to educate 
their children and grandchildren on the dangers of the veteran’s being exposed to toxins 
may have on subsequent generations. 
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CHILDREN OF VETERANS EXPOSED TO TOXINS 
 

WHEREAS, the children of veterans who were exposed to toxins appear to 
suffer an inordinate number of rare diseases; and 

 
WHEREAS, numerous health professionals are hesitant to associate these 
rare diseases with the veterans' exposure to toxins during their military 
service; and 
 
WHEREAS, there needs to be more research done exploring the possible 
nexus between the veteran-parent's exposure to toxins and the child's 
illnesses and diseases. 
 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon Congress to 
demand and fund sufficient research to determine whether there is a connection 
between the diseases and illnesses of veterans' children and their parents' 
exposure to toxins during their military service. 
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CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL FOR THE RITCHIE BOYS 
 

WHEREAS, the Richie Boys were a part of the Military Intelligence Service who were 
trained at Camp Richie located in Washington County, Maryland; and 
 
WHEREAS, there were some 22,000 men and women who were trained as translators, 
intelligence, counterintelligence and psychological warfare operatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, the members of the military assigned to Camp Richie were selected due to 
their fluency in German, French, Italian, Polish or other languages needed for National 
defense; and 
 
WHEREAS, many of these volunteers were Jews some of whom had originally arrived 
in the United States as children; and 
 
WHEREAS, these individuals have never been recognized for their contribution to the 
success to the United States in its’ victory in World War II; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Congressional Gold Medal is the oldest and highest civilian award and 
expresses the highest national appreciation for distinguished achievements and 
contributions by individuals or institutions; and 
 
WHEREAS, both houses of Congress must vote by a super-majority to approve the 
awarding of the Congressional Gold Medal. 
 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA urges Congress to move forward 
immediately, while any of the Richie Boys are still alive to be appropriately recognized, 
and bestow the Congressional Gold Medal upon the Richie Boys in recognition of that 
group in the defense of the United States and our ultimate victory in World War II.   
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COUNTERING ANTISEMITISM ACT 
 

WHEREAS, the Countering Antisemitism Act (S. 4091/H.R. 7921 in the 118th 
Congress for the 119th Congress) was introduced into both Houses of Congress 
in April 2024; and WHEREAS, this significant tool in the fight against 
antisemitism has languished in both Houses of Congress for some 15 months 
without being brought to the floor; and WHEREAS, the level and degree of 
antisemitism has continued to rise at an alarming rate throughout the country 
and around the globe; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Countering Antisemitism Act offers a thoughtful, innovative, 
and whole government approach to fighting this hatred and protecting jews 
across the country. THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans calls upon the 
leadership of the Senate and the House of Representative to immediately bring 
this Act out of the respective committees and onto the floors for a vote and for 
the members of both Houses to set-aside their political differences and pass this 
important piece of legislation. 
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DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION (DIC) 

WHEREAS, the Dependency and Indemnity Compensation program is 
designed to provide tax-free payments to surviving spouses of veterans 
who passed while in service or as a result of their service-connected 
disability; and WHEREAS, such payments equate to approximately 41°/o of 
the veteran rated as 100% service-connected disabled; and 

 
WHEREAS, surviving spouses of federal civil-service retirees receive a benefit of 55%; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, surviving spouses of 100% totally disabled for less than ten 
years receive no DIC payments; and WHEREAS, those surviving spouses 
who remarry prior to reaching the age of 55 receive no benefits. 

 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon Congress to 
address these abhorrent inequalities so that surviving spouses of men and 
women who die in service or pass as a result of their service-connected 
disabilities are justly eligible compensation without being unable to remarry 
prior to reaching 55 years of age or not being eligible for DIC simply because 
the veteran was not disabled to at least ten years. 
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EXPAND DENTAL SERVICES 
 

WHEREAS, science has shown that poor dental hygiene can cause a large number of 
medical problems and may even be life-threatening if not treated; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs only tends to the dental health of 
veterans with a disability rating of 100% or veterans with service.. connected dental 
disabilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs is designed to treat the "whole" 
veteran, regardless of disability rating; and 

 

WHEREAS, by not treating the "whole" veteran, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs is not performing the type of services necessary to prevent the onset of 
illnesses caused by substandard dental care. 

 

THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon Congress to mandate 
that the Department of Veterans Affairs close the gap in the care of this Nation's 
veterans and provide the mandate that the Department provide dental care for all 
disabled veterans regardless of the veteran's disability rating. 
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                      EXPANDING AMERICA'S NATIONAL CEMETERIES 

 
WHEREAS, H.R. 1413 was introduced in the 118th United States Congress that would 
have required the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to expand or otherwise modify an 
existing national cemetery to ensure that full military honors are provided at such 
cemetery, as well as require the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to jointly submit to Congress a report containing a proposal to increase national 
cemetery capacity and an assessment of the criteria for interment at Arlington National 
Cemetery, and for other purposes; and 

WHEREAS, The FY 2019 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) required a 
plan to ensure Arlington National Cemetery (ANC) operations would continue "well 
into the future" and the Department of Defense (DOD) interpreted this as a directive 
to reduce eligibility; and 

WHEREAS, such a rule change would be discriminatory as women who were barred 
by law from service in combat occupations and units until recently will be denied 
interment at ANC despite their dedication, gallant, and often dangerous service to their 
country; and 

WHEREAS, it was not the original intent of the 2019 NDAA to end this benefit for 
women, 20- year retirees, and elderly veterans, and 

WHEREAS, changing the rules is a cost cutting measure that comes on the backs of 
military retirees and others whose final plans included burial at a national cemetery; 
and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that before Arlington National Cemetery reaches 
capacity, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall expand or otherwise modify all 
national cemeteries to ensure that full military honors are provided any such 
cemeteries; and 

WHEREAS, this Act would require an assessment by the Secretary of Defense, in 
consultation with the Secretary of the Anny, with respect to any revisions that should 
be made to the revised criteria for interment in Arlington National Cemetery 
prescribed pursuant to section 598 of the John S. McCain National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 in order to ensure that such criteria 
recognize exceptional service and honors; and 
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WHEREAS, this Act would also require an assessment of how the revised criteria  

will affect women, veterans who served in non-combat occupations as members of 
the Armed Forces, veterans who did not serve in combat as members of the Armed 
Forces, and such other groups as the Secretaries consider relevant; and 

WHEREAS, this Act will ensure full military honors will be provided at the 
proposed cemeteries consistent with those in place at ANC prior to ANC reaching 
capacity; and 

 
WHEREAS, the action would make Congress' intent clear regarding eligibility 
changes beyond that date, increasing the likelihood of the current process staying in 
place; and 

WHEREAS, if not enacted, the hardest hit will be Vietnam and Cold War-era 
veterans who have planned on this benefit for decades. 

THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA supports the passage of 
legislation by the Congress of the United States that would expand the capacity of 
Arlington National Cemetery as well as other national cemeteries to meet the future 
needs of America's male and female veterans.  
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IMPROVED TRANSITION SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, a Department of Defense study of its Transition Assistance Program 
found that nearly 177,000 servicemembers attended TAP classes in 2023; and 

 
WHEREAS, some 65 percent of these servicemembers attended these TAP classes 
showing that 35 percent did not; and 

 
WHEREAS, this 35 percent represents approximately 74,000 servicemembers who 
did not attend the TAP two-day class frequently due to their commanding officers 
exempted the servicemember from such attendance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Department of Defense data reveals that among the some 200,000 
servicemembers that leave military service, 80 percent have not reached retirement 
age, and 

 
WHEREAS, research by the Pennsylvania State University “The Veterans Metrics 
Initiative” study shows that junior enlisted servicemembers face disproportionately 
high rates of underemployment, financial instability, substance abuse, housing and 
food insecurity and suicide; and 

 
WHEREAS, this Penn State study found that only 65 percent of veterans feel fully 
transitioned after three years after separation, 61 percent remain underemployed 
even up to 78 months later, veterans continue to experience difficulties with social 
relationships as well as mental and physical issues. 

 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA asks Congress to immediately 
pass the “TAP Promotion Act” that would codify TAP 6.0 requiring all separating 
servicemembers to attend TAP classes prior to separation.  
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MAJOR STARR ACT 
 

WHEREAS, the Major Richard Starr Act was reintroduced in Congress as S. 1032/H.R. 
2102 by a bi-partisan coalition of Senators and Congressmembers; and 
 
WHEREAS, this legislation is designed to rectify the current law that prevents more than 
50,000 service members with combat-related injuries from receiving both retirement and 
disability benefits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA firmly believes the retirement and 
disability payments are two distinct and separate benefits earned for two distinct and 
separate reasons, and 
 
WHEREAS, as the law currently states that medically retired veterans with less than 20 
years of service who receive retirement from the Department of Defense have their pay 
reduced dollar for dollar for every dollar they receive from the VA; and 
 
WHEREAS, those veterans who have a disability rating of less than 50 percent, also, have 
their retirement pay reduced by a dollar for dollar for each dollar paid by the VA.  
 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA, once again, goes on the record that 
the Major Richard Starr Act must, finally, be passed by Congress to rectify the unjust and 
illogical legislation as it currently exists. 
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MEETING THE NEEDS OF WOMEN VETERANS 

 
 

WHEREAS, women veterans are entitled to the same level of care and concern as their 
male counterparts; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a need for health care for eligible women veterans that includes 
gender-specific illnesses, injuries, and diseases; and 
 
WHEREAS, there have been improvements but these improvements have not been 
implemented throughout the VA system; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2024, 86% of the VA hospitals and clinics have reported a severe shortage 
of doctors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the number of women using the VA health-care system have risen by 80% in 
the last decade; and  
 
WHEREAS, women make up 12.1% of the OEF/OIF/OND veterans; and 
 
WHEREAS, about one in three women veterans responded "yes" when screened for 
Military Sexual Trauma; and  
 
WHEREAS, women who have suffered Military Sexual Trauma or sexual harassment, or 
intimate partner violence show a high level of risk-factors for self-destructive acts. 
 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to recruit additional medical personal to meet the gender-specific needs 
of women veterans; and 
 
FURTHERMORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA demands the Department of 
Veterans Affairs maintains an adequate staff of highly trained and qualified counselors to 
treat women who have suffered military sexual trauma; and 
 
FURTHERMORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA demands the Department of 
Veterans Affairs continue to provide suicide prevention services and counseling to women 
who demonstrate suicide risk factors. 
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MOLLY R. LOOMIS RESEARCH OF TOXIC EXPSOED VETERANS 

ACT OF 2025 

 
WHEREAS, in August, 2022, Congress passed the Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Toxins (PACT) Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendment would require the lnteragency Working 
Group on Toxic Exposure to conduct research on the diagnosis and health 
conditions of descendants of individuals exposed to toxic substances while 
serving as members of the Armed Forces; and 
 
WHEREAS, these amendments require the reporting of the Working Group to 

Congress on a regular basis.  

 

THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon Congress to 

pass the proposed amendments. 
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NO REDUCTION VA BENEFITS FOR VETERANS RECEIVING 
MILITARY RETIREMENT AND VA DISABILITY PAY 

 

WHEREAS, over 5.6 million veterans receive compensation for service-
connected conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS, federal law prevents those with medical retirement from 
receiving both military retirement pay and VA disability pay; and 

 

WHEREAS, the men and women who suffer a disability as a result arising out 
of their service to this Nation have, otherwise, earned VA disability pay; and 

 

WHEREAS, these individuals served in the military for a significant part of 
their lives so that they qualify for military retirement pay; and 

 

WHEREAS, the current state of the law prevents those that have earned both 
forms of payment from receiving their just compensation. 
 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon Congress to 
rectify this injustice so as to permit concurrent receipt of military retirement 
pay and VA disability pay. 
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PROVIDING RADIATION EXPOSED SERVICEMEMBERS 

UNDISPUTED MEDICAL ELIGIBILITY ACT 
 

WHEREAS, the Providing Radiation Exposed Servicemembers Undisputed Medical 

Eligibility Act (PRESUME) was introduced by Rep. Dina Titus (D.. 

Nev.), a bill that will compel the Department of Veterans Affairs to provide 

veterans exposed to nuclear radiation while in the service ("atomic 

veterans"); and 

 
WHEREAS, the PRESUME Act would provide these 

atomic veterans with presumptive benefits for toxic radiation without having to 

provide specific evidence of their radiation exposure; and 

 
WHEREAS, currently the VA requires veterans to 

prove "on-site" participation and a radiation dose estimate provided by the 

Defense Threat Reduction Agency; and 

 
WHEREAS, Congresswoman Titus posits that the 

records of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency are "historically...unreliable"; and 

 
WHEREAS, the PRESUME Act would rectify what is a 

gross wrong that has existed for far too long. THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans 

of the USA express its strong support of the PRESUME Act and requests Congress to 

move forward in a bipartisan fashion to immediately right this injustice. 

. 
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PSYCHEDELIC THERAPY RESEARCH 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed Innovative Therapies Centers of Excellence Act of 
2025 (H.R. 2623) would designate at least five Department of Veterans Affairs 
facilities as specialized locations to study alternative treatments for mental 
health conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the VA has announced funding for the effects of MOMA-
assisted therapy for Post Traumatic Symptoms Disorder (PTSD) and alcohol 
use disorder among veterans; and 

 

WHEREAS, there exists a great need for research that would improve the well-
being of the country's veterans population; and 

 

WHEREAS, this bill would direct the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
establish these centers of excellence to manage education, clinical, and research 
involving MDMA, psilocybin, ketamine, ibogaine, and DMT to treat anxiety, 
bipolar disorder, chronic pain, depression, Parkinson's Disease, PTSD and 
substance use disorder among veterans. 

 

THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA support the passage of 
H.R. 2623 and urges Congress to expedite the passage of this important 
legislation. 
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REDUCING HOMELESS ACT 

WHEREAS, the number of homeless veterans is a great embarrassment to this Nation; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Reducing Homelessness Through Program Reform Act offers 
practical solutions grounded in the daily experiences of service providers; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed bill would make federal programs more flexible 
thus reducing unnecessary delays and allowing organizations to supply 
services to the homeless veteran population; and 
 

WHEREAS, this bill would increase flexibility and reduce red tape in the Department 
of Housing and Development's continuum of Care and Emergency Solutions Grant 
programs; and 
 

WHEREAS, there would be improved co-ordination between housing and 
health providers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the bill would modernize outdated systems that slow down 
housing placements for homeless veterans. 
 

THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA supports the Reducing 
Homelessness Through Program Reform Act and asks Congress to expedite 
the passage of this important legislation that will assist homeless veterans. 
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SUICIDE PREVENTION MODEL 

 

WHEREAS, the number of suicides among veterans continues to exceed 
that of the general American population; and 

 
WHEREAS, according to the Department of Veterans Affairs statistics of the 
2022 year some 6,407 veterans died at their own hand; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs has developed what is known 
as risk factors by which the Department attempts to project veterans whom are 
at risk of committing suicide; and 

 

WHEREAS, this model created by the Department does not include military 
sexual trauma nor intimate partner violence; and 

 

WHEREAS, the inclusion of these risk factors would more accurately 
depict the rate of suicide among veterans. 

 

THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to revise their model to include military sexual trauma and 
intimate partner violence so as to include these additional risk factors in the 
suicide prevention program. 
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TOXIN PRESUMPTIVE LOCATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, there are numerous sites where toxins were stored, sprayed, 
buried or otherwise present; and WHEREAS, many of these sites have not 
been properly identified either by the Department of Veterans Affairs or the 
Department of Defense; and 

 

WHEREAS, without being properly identified by either Department, veterans 
who served at one of these sites may be unable to receive the medical treatment 
and compensation they richly deserve; and 

 

WHEREAS, one or both of these Departments have the capacity to identify and 
make known every site where toxins were stored, tested, transferred, or buried 
but have failed to do so. 

 

THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA calls upon the Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense to immediately make public 
a complete and accurate compilation of sites where toxins were stored, tested, 
transported or buried. 



2025 JWV Resolutions 
 

21 

 

 

 

TRANSGENDER IN THE MILITARY 

WHEREAS, the presence of transgender individuals in the military has been 
long known: and 

 
WHEREAS, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA has long supported the 
doctrine of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell"; and WHEREAS, the current program of 
discharging members of the military who revealed themselves while they were 
allowed to; and 
 
WHEREAS, these same members of the military are being discharged for 
having complied with prior standards: and WHEREAS, these members of the 
military serve in nearly every military occupational specialty and with nearly 
every military rank; and 
 

WHEREAS, some of these servicemembers have training and education that is in 
essential highly specialized spheres of expertise. 

 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA request that the 
Department of Defense reconsider its current policy of discharging 
servicemembers solely due to their being a member of the transgender 
community and having those previously discharged given the option of either 
being reinstated or having their discharge upgraded to "Honorable." 
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WRITTEN INFORMED CONSENT RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, a Bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to direct the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to establish and maintain a cu1Tent and up-to-date database of all drugs within the 
VA Formulary that contain a Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Black Box Warning and 
to all VA medical facilities to require signatory informed consent when prescribing any of 
those medications is being introduced in the House of Representatives of the United States; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2021 Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Handbook Directive l 
004.01(5) states that it is sufficient to obtain oral consent for the entire treatment or procedure 
without explicitly discussing each of its component elements for procedures that are low risk 
and within universally accepted standards of medical practice; and 
 
WHEREAS, starting back in 1976, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) started 
generating a prominently labelled black box warning (BBW) label to warn of serious life-
threatening risks associated with market-approved prescription drugs or medical devices; and 
 
WHEREAS, the VA Office of inspector General (OIG) noted back in 2019 an increased risk 
of adverse outcomes such as drug interactions and overdose, as well as diversion of opioids to 
nonpatients, due to the lack of conducting state's prescription drug monitoring program 
(PDMP) queries and inconsistent electronic health record documentation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) found in 2019 that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) failed to monitor whether VA mental health providers 
in specialty care documented the required consideration of different treatment options, such 
as psychotropic medications or non-pharmacologic therapy, within mental health treatment 
plans; and 
 
WHEREAS, a GAO 2018 report already recommended for the VA to obtain written informed 
consent on use of opioids, so that veterans may have an informed understanding of the risks 
and benefits, as already required by VHA policy; and 
 
WHEREAS, a high percentage of the veteran population suffer from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, anxiety and/or depression; and 
 
WHEREAS, by 2017, certain VA Veterans Integrated Services Networks (VISN) already 
erected a dashboard for opioid monitoring; and 
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WHEREAS, certain antidepressants such as Bupropion (marketed as Wellbutrin), have 
gained scrutiny for not only an increased risk for suicide ideation, but also for carrying a 
warning label for symptoms including "abdominal pain, constipation, decrease in appetite, 
dizziness, dry mouth, increased sweating, nausea or vomiting, trembling or shaking,  
 
trouble sleeping, weight loss, blurred vision, change in sense of taste, drowsiness, the feeling 
of fast or irregular heartbeat, frequent need to urinate, unusual feeling of well-being, 
agitation, anxiety, tinnitus, skin rash, hives, itching, confusion, extreme distrust, 
hallucinations, seizure, and trouble concentrating"; and 
 
WHEREAS, current VHA Handbook directives do not currently ensure consultations of high-
risk medications, especially those carrying an FDA BBW, are consistently carried out and 
documented in a veteran's electronic health record. 
 
THEREFORE, the Jewish War Veterans of the USA supports and requests immediate 
passage by the Congress of the United States the Bill to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish and maintain a current and up-to-date 
database of all drugs within the VA formulary that carry an FDA Black Box warning and to 
all VA medical facilities to require signatory informed consent when prescribing any of those 
medications is being introduced in the House of Representatives of the United States; and, 
 
FURTHERMORE, that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) create a national standard 
of practice for all Veterans Integrated Services Networks regarding Black Box Warning 
(BBW) monitoring; and, 
 
FURTHERMORE, that VA routinely ensure that VA providers are conducting state 
prescription drug monitoring programs to avoid adverse health outcomes and that the VA 
implement a signatory documentation policy between prescribing provider and the patient or 
caregiver when prescribing BBW medications to ensure they are properly informed, and the 
severity of potential risks are adequately presented; and, 
 
FURTHERMORE, that any negative health outcomes or risks associated with the use of 
BBW medications are properly tracked for further study and recorded in a manner that is 
publicly available and easily accessible; and, 
 
FURTHERMORE, that VA implements a mandatory and prompt follow-up wellness check 
schedule for veterans receiving BBW medications. 
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