Welcome to the Big Easy!
The 126th JWV annual convention will be held this
year in New Orleans. Come join us to look back on
the last year and to the future of our organization in
a unique and historic city.
As is the case with most territories of the “New
World," New Orleans was not in the hands of one
country for its entire existence. French colonialists founded New Orleans in 1718. The city gained
prominence shortly after its founding due to its
role as an international trade hub. New Orleans remained in French possession until it was given to
Spain in 1772. It returned to French ownership in
1800, but Napoleon Bonaparte sold it to the United
States as part of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase.
Shortly thereafter, the population spiked with
visitors and immigrants arriving from all over the
world. Some arrivals were not brought willingly,
as its location in the Deep South meant it soon
became a critical hub for the slave trade. Its importance made it an early target during the Civil
War, and it was captured by the union in 1862. It
remained in Northern possession for the remainder
of the conflict, which spared it from the damage
caused in most of the other Confederate states towards the end of the war.
Systemic racism remained a problem in the
post-war south, and New Orleans was not an exception. However, that did not prevent New Orleans
from becoming a world-renowned tourist destina-

tion. The fusion of French, West African, Spanish,
and American culture established the city as one
truly unlike any other. It was surpassed in size by
other southern cities over time but has never lost
its luster even after the terrible natural disasters it
experienced over the last 100 years.
There are several places in New Orleans that
every visitor should see. Foodies, partygoers, and
history buffs are among the many who will find
no shortage of things to do. Visiting the French

Quarter, including the famous Bourbon Street, is a
must, and you would be remiss to skip the famous
National World War II museum. Tours of all kinds
are held in New Orleans, from food tours to cemetery tours, and they can help you see even more
of the city. We know there will be something for
everyone in New Orleans, and we are very excited to see you there during our national convention
August 15- 20, 2021.

Things to see and do in New Orleans

Audubon Aquarium of the Americas
Ranked as one of the top five aquariums in
America, the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas
is home to nearly 4,000 animals, including endangered and rare animals like African penguins and
white alligators. Currently, the prominent exhibit
is the penguin colony exhibit, featuring over 20
African penguins of all ages.

Woldenberg Park
Connecting Canal Street and the Aquarium of the
Americas all the way to Jackson Square, this park allows visitors to relax by the Mississippi Riverfront,
take in the views, and see several well-known art
installations. Art installations include a Holocaust
Memorial with a Star of David and a menorah, and
the Monument to the Immigrant installation.

Jackson Square
This Square is where the 1803 ceremonial transfer of ownership from France to the United States
occurred. It is home to several landmarks, including the famous Pontalba buildings, which house
restaurants, shops, and the oldest continuously
rented apartments in North America. Also on the
square is the renowned Café Du Monde, an openair café which is part of the historic French Market
and has been operating since the Civil War.

National World War II Museum
First opened on June 6, 2000, the museum has become an essential attraction for all visiting history
buffs. The museum provides an in-depth exploration of the Pacific and European theaters of World
War II, and features a wide variety of artifacts
including howitzers, air raid shelters, a Sherman
tank, and an enigma machine.

New Orleans Museum of Art
The New Orleans Museum of Art is the oldest fine
arts institution in the city. The NOMA boasts an
impressive collection of over 40,000 objects, special
exhibitions, and a sculpture garden. It is the perfect
place to spend a few hours exploring the collection,
a collection that includes French and American art,
glassworks, and African and Japanese works.

New Orleans Jazz Museum
New Orleans is the birthplace of Jazz, so you would
be remiss not to visit the museum celebrating its
history. Beautifully venerating the musicians who
have brought the world the unique musical art form
of jazz, the museum brings guests through the
world of jazz in its entirety, from its earliest days
through contemporary times.
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