                                                                                                     November 6, 2006

        TOWN HALL MEETING;

        THE THEME FOR THE 60th DPI/NGO CONFERENCE

         Thursday, November 2, 2006, 10:00 AM – 12:15 PM

         Moderator:

         Juan Carlos Brandt, Co-Chair

         DPI/NGO Executive Committee

         Speaker;

         Joan Kirby, Chair,

         DPI/NGO Executive Committee

         1. The Moderator, Juan Carlos Brandt, welcomed everyone.   He indicated that this 

         Annual Town Hall meeting will provide DPI associated NGO representatives with 

         an opportunity to present their recommendations for the theme of the 60th Annual

         DPI/NGO Conference, which is scheduled to take place in September 2007.   A

         live web cast of the event may be available at “www.un.org/webcast”.

         2. The next speaker, Joan Kirby, described their strategy in setting up the 60th 

         DPI/NGO Conference.   The next chairperson will be announced by November 9. 

         3. The following comments and questions were raised or made by the audience and 

         Speakers as suggestions:

         3.1 Can a different format be used, rather than a format Q/A format, so the audience  

         can interact with each other? 

         3.2 As to the title, “A New United Nations for the Twenty-First Century”, suggest  

         that we use this theme for the “Twenty-First Century and a New Secretary-

         General”.

         3.3 In the 60th Conference, we should look at this troubled world and we in Civil 

         Society should do more.   We must address these issues in the 60th Conference.

         3.4 As to climate change and sustainability development, how do we involve the

         United Nations’ Committees and the 2nd Session on Sustainability.   We should

         set up a video on this to be shown for thirty days at the United Nations during the

         60th DPI/NGO Conference and after.
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         3.  Comments and Questions (Cont’d)

         3.5 At the 60th Conference we should focus on people on the move (migration).  

         The United Nations has indicated that this is a primary issue.   Civil Society should

         focus on our inclusion in discussions on this critical topic.

         3.6 We should continue to focus on the Millennium Goals especially the Extreme

         Poverty issue.   The issue of Global warming must also be revisited.   We must

         ask ourselves where are we?   We must heighten our ability to work on all the

         issues affecting us.

         3.7 This will be a new era for the United Nations under the next Secretary-General.

         We must meet with the new Secretary-General and the new leaders in the United

         Nations and find out where they intend to go.   A package of suggestions should

         be prepared and forwarded to the new Secretary-General asked her to meet with

         us (DPI/NGOs).

         3.8  The United Nations’ General Assembly should focus on changes made in the

         2005 Outcome Document and determine how they are working to see if they

         require updating.   This should be part of our next Conference and could be

         explored by Round Table sessions during the 60th Conference.

         3.9  2007 is the Mid-Point of NGOs at the United Nations.   It should be our focus.

         Next year is as precedent setting as the 60th Conference will be.

         3.10 One day before the opening of the General Assembly, there should be an 

         Interactive Dialogue Conference every year between the United Nations and

         the General Assembly.

         3.11 We should study the economic influences today and determine if they help or 

         hinder peace initiatives.

         3.12 The voices of indigenous people should be heard at the 60th Conference.   We 

         could use one of the Mid-Day Sessions at the Conference.

         3.13 Civil Society should be recognized at the United Nations.   DPI/NGOs should

          be given special attention at the 60th Conference to give them the recognition 

          on what they have done at the United Nations.

         3.14 We should focus on Climate Change, and Militarization, etc.   We should have

         sub-committees review at the Conference to determine how modern technologies 

         can be used.
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         3.15 We should organize a session on “Best Practices For Sustainable 

         Development” and then decimate the resultant information.   Another session 

         should address the subject of “Best Practices for Media Education”.

         3.16 Another theme brought up was how to get NGOs more active at the United

         Nations.   The United Nations document on aging, passed in 2002, involved us

         the NGOs from the grass roots.              

         3.17 We should be emphasizing what we as NGOs do and publicize this through out

         the world.

         3.18 One of our concerns should be the One Billion Poorest People in the World.

         The rights of indigenous people is right now being deliberated in the third 

         United Nations’ Committee.   People on the Committees voting against 

         Indigenous people should take part in the Conference so they can be heard and

         questioned.

         3.19 The proposed title made for the 60th Conference should be “Positive Planning

         for a Global Support System”.   Many suggestions made were idealistic.   Other

         topics brought up were “Road to Peace – Development.   Strengthening the United  

         Nation’s Skills”.

         3.20 Another suggestion was made that Business that have been successful in the

         world should be involved and speak at the Conference.  

         3.21 We need to have a way of employment to help in training the young who were 

         involved in the local wars.

         3.22 Another theme brought up was to increase the power of Civil Society at the 

         United Nations.   It was recommended that this should be set up as a theme

         with discussions.   It was stated that maybe we need a World Civic Forum.

         3.23 Another subject brought up was “Intergeneration Developments in our World

         Initiatives”.

         4. Joan Kirby concluded this session with the announcement that on November 9, 

         2006 there would be a Communications Workshop meeting at the United 

         Nations.        
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         NEW VISION & ADVENTURE FOR THE UN OF THE 21ST
         CENTURY: A VALUES DISCUSSION WITH JEAN HOUSTON

         Thursday, November 2, 2006, 1:15 PM – 2:45 PM  

         This meeting was set up by the Values Caucus at the United Nations and

         held at the BAHA’I Offices – 866 UN PLAZA.  

         Moderator:

         Julia Grindon-Welch, Co-chair of the Value Caucus

         Speaker:

         Dr. Jean Houston

         1. The moderator, Julia Grindon-Welch, welcomed everyone and summarized

         Dr. Houston’s background and dedication.   She is a protégé of the late

         Anthropoligist Margaret Mead, who instructed her in the workings of 

         organizations and power structures in many different cultures.   Dr. Houston

         frequently leads seminars and colloquia aimed at understanding the relationships 

         between ancient myths and tapping into the great power embedded within great 

         current stories of organizations and persons. 

         2. Dr. Houston indicated that her first introduction to the United Nations was when

         she was a senior and Eleanor Roosevelt has just retired from the United Nations.

         Mrs. Roosevelt brought her and other students to her apartment in New York 

         City to her and her fellow students the facts of the world to come and the faith

         they would be faced with.

         Dr. Houston lived in New York City at the time.   She has worked with the    

         United Nations in different countries on the problems of AIDs, and Deprivation,     

         Etc.   She indicated that without the United Nations it would have been much 

         Worse.

         She stated that our job is to help make peace.   In other words make peace sexy.

         This should be done at a late night broadcast.   Peace is for the star brightening.

         She has set up schools around the world on this principal.   By this, creating a 

         culture of values in schools around the world.   

         Her adopted mother said that she should go out in the world help people solve 

         their problems.   Her first task was with a tribe in Africa.   Her mother then

         sent her to Bahia.   After that, Dr. Houston studied the Eskimos.   Since then

         she has studied a lot of cultures with her work at the United Nations.
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         Dr. Houston indicated that what was needed now are peace initiatives for

         Sustainable Human Development.   We should raise the goals of Sustainable

         Human Development for peace.   Now should be the time for the regeneration 

         Of human society.

         There is a new field of social artistry.   She is working on this all over the 

         world.   You must honor cultures and find the peace cultures of a group and/or

         country.

         In all her travels, she indicated that she has never met a stupid child but has 

         been in many stupid schools.   Dr. Houston to try to correct this has set up 

         schools around the world on the principal that the child is not stupid.   Her 

         adopted mother said that she go out to the world and help them solve their

         problems.            

         She found that many cultures have extraordinary internal images.   She trains

         these people to use their internal images.   She considers this important.

         Dr. Houston indicated that she is able to communicate with dogs and mystical

         people.   She has found that everybody has all kinds of internal symptoms.

         All peoples within us bring with us solutions to our problems for us internally.

         She gave examples of how she uses her internal emotions when relating to 

         groups.    By this she re-enacted her internal emotions.   Dr. Houston stated that

         many people do this.   We live in a society of great complexity.   We require

         this because of the different societies we live in.

         Now ways of relating to each other is shifting.   The women in our society 

         emphasize the process rather then products.   Women NGOs have a distinct 

         advantage because of their unique knowledge, etc.

         Dr. Houston stated that we are in the middle of a regenerative process now.

         She indicated that this raises hopes between nations and groups.   She asked that

         Governments begin to shift to a global relationship from local issues to help

         solve the world’s problems.   NGOs have a special role and feeling to solve these 

         world problems.   We have become aware of the “Culture Diversity of the 

         World”.   A more complex global organism is coming into beginning.

         She described her discussions with Mother Theresa and with the Dalai Lama.

         Their attitude is part of their spiritualism moving them into the deeper space

         of relationships and their experiences.   
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         She asks the question – how can we discover a renewed United Nations in the

         21st century?   Where is the power to live into the highest United Nations’

         story right now?   She stated that five powerful forces arising in time are

         propelling the current state of  collective potential growth.   These forces work in 

         parallel and fuel one another.   Dr. Houston described them as follows;

1. The re-generation of human nature.

2. The re-genesis of society

3. The breakdown of the membrane between people, cultures and nations.

4. The evolutionary pulse from earth and the universe.

5. The breakthrough of the depths.

         She stated that tapping into these evolutionary forces provides a framework for

         leadership training in the new field of Social Artistry.   Social Artistry is the

         building of an alternative planetary society based on the principles of human-

         based values, democracy, sustainable development, universal human rights,

         environmental protection, social justice, equality and the sovereignty and

         dignity of all people world-wide     

         Many in this country should look into and doing the Millennium Development

         Goals.   Dr. Houston strongly stated that this is the time for the United Nations

         to do great things and help with the world’s problems.   Working in the United

         Nations for her is the foundation for this.   She then expressed her experience in 

         several of the world’s expressions.

         For her, Eleanor Roosevelt was the most forgiveness person.   She stated that

         Forgiveness must be part of our world.   In other words do onto others, as others 

         would have you do to them.   She now teaches course on Social Artistry and will 

         be writing a book on Social Artistry.

         For a movement to be successful, Dr. Houston stated that it must be a folk

         movement.   People must get together in teaching and learning communities.

         One of her books is a “Manual for the Peacemaker”.   She ended by giving 

         exemples of how to use your inner self (i.e. exercise movements).        

                                                                                           PDC George Weinstein

                                                                                           National UN Chairman

