                                                                                        November 10, 2006

        NGO BRIEFING:

        HADASSAH, THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION

        OF AMERICA

       Hadassah, 50 West 58th Street, New York City 

       Wednesday, November 8, 2006, 12:00 Noon – 2:15 PM

        Moderators;

        Gloria Landy, World Council of Conservative/Masorti Synagogues

        June Walker, National President, Hadassah

        Speakers;

        H.E. Ambassador Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa

        Ilon Fluss, Israel Mission to the United Nations

        Ellen Sloame Fawer, Jewish Women International

        Workshops at Annual DPI/NGO Conference         

        1. Gloria Landy of the World Council of Conservative/Masorti Synagogues

        Welcomed everyone and introduced June Walker who introduced guest speaker

        H.E. Ambassador Al Khalifa.

        Ambassador Al Khalifa is the newly elected President of the coming 61st
        session of the United Nations General Assembly.   She is a lawyer and the first

        of two women to become lawyers in her country.   She is a member of many

        international legal organizations.   She has an extensive legal background.

        2. Ambassador Al Khalifa is of the Muslim faith and the first women representative

        from the Middle East.   She speaks both French and English.   She opened by 

        stressing the Human Rights Act passed by the United Nations’ General Assembly

        in 2004.   Ambassador Al Khalifa indicated that on November 27th there will be

        a celebration at the United Nations for moving forward for “Holocaust 

        Rememberance Day”.  

        She stressed Environment Funding for Poor Women as a goal for peace and one of 

        her objectives.   She stressed gender equality and that equality of education was 

        important to achieve gender equality.   Education at all levels must be good.   The

        United Nations represents all people in the Universal struggle by all people.
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        Ambassador Al Khalifa stated that she is the first woman from her country to 

        become a lawyer and a leader in the middle East.   She stated that Muslim and

        Jewish women think the same.   Death and terrorists are wrong.   She stated that

        She feels that between us we can learn to live together and help each other.   Her

        views of living together were excellent.

        Her one fear is fundamentalism.     She indicated that there is a lot of conflict at the

        United Nations by members of member states with each other.   There is much

        mistrust there and no easy solution.   We need to help those people around the world

        who have no food or water.

        She indicated that she is trying to reform the Human Rights Council by a 

        restructuring of the United Nations’ Constitutional Convention.   It needs a lot of 

        work.

        Ambassador Al Khalifa indicated that the presence of NGOs help with 

        accountability  of member states.   She gave some examples of where it has helped

        by involving NGOs with some member states.   It is a matter of culture for the

        member states individually to deal with NGOs.

        Last week she met with the President of the Human Rights Council but cannot

        say that things are better now.   The problem, she indicated, is that you cannot

        enforce international law locally.   It is difficult to enforce member states on these 

        difficulties in the protection of human beings and their human rights.   We need 

        more time to accomplish this.   Ambassador Al Khalifa stated that living here in the

        United States is very different then living abroad in the repressive regimes.  

        3. Questions/Answers to Ambassador Al Khalifa:        

        3.1 In answer to a question, She expressed her concern with the one sided bias 

        treatment of Israel in the United Nations.   It will in time be corrected but will

        require both time and pressure to be applied by member states.   However, Israel and

        Palestine must solve their own problems.   No one from the outside can do this for

        them.   She was vague on a direct response to the original question.   

        3.2 In response to a second question on the subject, She stated that she hopes that a

        peaceful solution can be found in the Middle East.

        4. Edward Blank of the Jewish National Fund provided Ambassador Al Khalifa with

        a Certificate indicating that a tree had been planted in the Children’s Forest in

        Israel. 

                                                                                                  Page 3

        5. The next speaker, Ilon Floss of the Israeli Mission, indicated that he was on his

        way to El Salvador to try for an Israeli bank to be set up there to benefit their poor 

        and disadvantaged people.

        He stated that Israel is willing to share their experiences in Jordan, Angola and the

        Congo of helping people there with others.    

        6. The last speaker Ellen Sloame Fower spoke about Israel’s Government work

        against the traffickers of women, etc.

                                                                                                   PDC George Weinstein

                                                                                                   National UN Chairman 

