                                                                                                                    January 14, 2007

         JNGO MEETING AT THE CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS

         OF MAJOR JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

         Meeting cosponsored by “The Jewish Agency for Israel” and the

         “Conference of Presidents” on United Nations’ preparations for their 

         Holocaust Remembrance program. Thursday, January 3, 2007  

         Moderator:

         Gloria Landy, Chair of the JNGO

         Speaker:

         Daniel Karcheff of the United Nations Department of Public

         Information

         1. Gloria Landy welcomed everyone and introduced the speaker with his

         background at the United Nations.

         Ms. Landy indicated that the New Secretary-General condemned all statements on

         Holocaust denial.   She stated that she had new ideas on how to check more non-

         Jewish groups and organizations.   There will be an on-going video in the United

         Nations lobby on the Holocaust.   Countries will be meeting at the United Nations

         on January 29 to attend the Holocaust Remembrance. 

         She recommended that attention be brought to New York City teachers about the

         Holocaust Remembrance on January 29.   So far they have received one response

         From a school principal that he is going.    Ms. Landy ask CONGO representatives

         to distribute the Holocaust Remembrance information to their committee and

         members.                                   

         2. Daniel Karcheff, the main speaker, indicated that a Web site is being developed

         for the Holocaust Remembrance memorial being held on January 29, 2007 at the               

         United Nations.   The United Nations will be holding this every year on January 29

         at the United Nations. 

         He outlined what has been done and is being done on the Holocaust Remembrance

         at the United Nations.   Mr. Karcheff indicated that they have finalized their task

         force and that twenty-four nations have already signed up.

         Mr. Karcheff stated that they have to set up a training program for countries at the

         United Nations and for visits to Washington DC.   Journalists attend their training

         program from Africa, Europe and around the world.   The purpose of their training

         program is remembering and to promote understanding of the United Nations

         organization and the Holocaust Remembrance.   He summarized in detail the United

         Nations outreach program
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         Mr. Karcheff now outlined their plans for the Holocaust Remembrance program

         being held on January 29, 2007.   It will be held in the Main Assembly hall.

         Several prominent speakers with Holocaust backgrounds will participate.   January

         27 is the annual day for the observance unless the date falls on a Saturday then the

         date is moved to the following Monday as was done this year.   Resolution on this

         passed the United Nations (Holocaust Remembrance Resolution A/RES/60/7).

         Excerpts from A/RES/60/7):

         The General Assembly;

         -    Resolves that the United Nations will designate 27 January as an annual

              International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the

              Holocaust.

         -   Urges Member States to develop educational programs that will inculcate future

              Generations with the lessons of the Holocaust in order to help prevent future acts

              of genocide and in this context commends the Task Force for International

              cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research.

· Rejects any denial of the Holocaust as an historical event, either in full or in part.

· Commends those states which have actively engaged in preserving those sites      that served as Nazi death camps, forced labor camps and prisons during the Holocaust.

         -   Condemns without reservation all manifestations of religious intolerance,

              incitements, harassment or violence against persons or communities based on

              ethnic origin or religious belief, wherever they occur.

· Requests the Secretary-General to establish a program of outreach on the subject of the “Holocaust and the United Nations” as well as measures to mobilize civil society for Holocaust remembrance and education, in order to help to prevent future acts of genocide; too report to the General Assembly on the establishment of this program within six months from the date of the adoption of the present resolution; and to report thereafter on the implementation of the program at its sixty- third session.

                                                                                               42nd plenary meeting

                                                                                                1 November 2005
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         Program of Outreach on the “Holocaust and the United Nations”:

         United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI)

         ANNUAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY, JANUARY 27

         The annual Holocaust Remembrance Day of Commemoration in memory of the

         victims of the Holocaust is observed at United Nations offices worldwide.

         ANNUAL BRIEFING ON HOLOCAUST AWARENESS

         and the PREVENTION of GENOCIDE               

         Experts share best practices in the area of Holocaust remembrance to promote the

         Development of educational and outreach programs.

         DISCUSDSION PAPER SERIES

         Papers drafted by leading scholars on the Holocaust, hatred, bigotry, racism,

         Prejudice, and genocide are posted on the website to stimulate debate.

         HOLOCAUST and GENOCIDE FILM SERIES with

         The NEW YORK TOLERANCE CENTER (NYTC)

         Films on Holocaust-related themes are screened to raise awareness and encourage

         Action.

         UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION CENTERS (UNIC)

         Information materials on Holocaust-related issues are provided to UNIC to share

         with civil society partners worldwide. 
  

         The TASK FORCE for INTERNATIONAL

         COOPERATION on HOLOCAUST EDUCATION,

         REMEMBRANCE and RESEARCH (ITF)

         Partnership with the ITF facilitates the development of educational curricula on the

         Holocaust by United Nations Member States and the mobilization of civil society

         for Holocaust remembrance and education.  

         Website: http://www.un.org.holocaustremembrance

         Outreach Division, DPI E-mail: holocaustremembrance@un.org
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         During Mr. Karcheff’s presentation he showed a film documentary on the 

         Holocaust prepared by his department at the United Nations.   The film opened with

         Mr. Zamar, chair of the Boston Symphony singing.   It showed a speech by

         Secretary-General Kofi-Annan signifying the Holocaust Remembrance Day.   It

         was an excellent speech.   In it Kofi-Annan stated that we must carry the torch of

         remembrance.

         In the film the speech by the Secretary-General was followed by a speech by

         Under-Secretary-General Shashi Garoor.   In his speech he stated that the United

         Nations was built on the ashes of the Holocaust.   The United Nations is a 

         testimony to the victims of the Holocaust.

         In the film several other speakers at the United Nations spoke on the significance of

         the Holocaust and that we must make the United Nations more effective.   Claudice

         Klein was one of a number of Holocaust survivors who spoke of their experiences

         in the film.

         The Holocaust Resolution passed by the member states asks member states to

         recognize the Holocaust and develop programs for its remembrance.

         At this special session at the Conference of Presidents there were thirty-six Jewish

         NGO representatives present from major Jewish organizations.

                                                                                                          PDC George Weinstein

                                                                                                          National UN Chair                                                         

